
 

 

PRINCIPAL’S ~ GPA 4.0 
Todd Beebe  4th 

Jase Staudt  4th 

Sallie Tucker  4th 

Jhett Trenary  4th 

Nathan Ritschard  10th 

 

TEACHER’S ~ GPA 
3.50-3.99 

Sydney McManamay 3rd 

Noah Ritschard         3rd 

Nathan Van Deel  3rd 

Keely Campbell  4th 

Tory Storms  4th 

Winter Bardol  5th 

Madeline Green  5th 

Jessie Johnston  5th 

Alana Macnab  5th 

Rebecca Pranger  5th 

Katie Thompson  5th 

Clay Hiser     5th 

Sarah Pascarelli   6th 

Micah Ritschard   7th 

Melinda Green   8th 
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Year Graduated ______________   Years Attended _________ 
 

News (job, school, marriage, children, publications, promo-
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ALUMNI NEWS   
Please submit the following form to: Alumni News, DPCA 

Development Office, PO Box 1243, Buena Vista, CO  81211 or 

email information to development@dpcaweb.org.  

Teacher’s continued…. 

Nick Pascarelli  8th 

Tanner Brasser  9th 

Nicole Pranger  9th 

Zach Tingle  11th 

Jon Tingle  10th 

Shawn Martin            10th 
 

HONOR ROLL  
GPA 3.0—3.49 
 
Arden Bardol  3rd 

Kate Lundy  4th 

Morgan Green  4th 

Joel Parker  5th 

Riley Shawhan  5th 

Dylon Lusin  6th 

Jacob Boucher  7th 

Sarah Miller  7th 

Anna Cortese  8th 

Erin Enck  8th 

Ethan Ritschard  8th 

Michelle Miller  9th 

Juan Velasquez  10th 
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ARE WE THE “LAST CHRARE WE THE “LAST CHRARE WE THE “LAST CHRISTIAN ISTIAN ISTIAN    
GENERATION?”  GENERATION?”  GENERATION?”  BY ERIK RITSCHARD 

 
Josh McDowell thinks the current population of Christian adults is 
in very real danger of becoming so, and his book The Last Christian 
Generation presents some frightening and humbling analysis of the 
present and possible future state of the Church, as well as some 
ideas as to what can be done.   DPCA teachers and staff have been 
studying Josh’s book together this year to get a fresh look at what 
we’re facing, and to glean some ideas as to how we might improve 
our discipleship work at DPCA to counter the prevailing trends in 
youth culture. 

The following statistics are a combination of material from Josh’s 
book, as well as some additions from Barna Research. (http://
www.barna.org/)  Did you know that… 
 

The majority of churched kids (65%) believe that there is “no 
way to tell which religion is true”? 

 
64% of teens believe that Christianity is about Jesus teaching 
bad people how to live better? 

 
63% don’t believe Jesus is the Son of the One true God? 

 
51% don’t believe Jesus rose from the dead? 

 
68% don’t believe the Holy Spirit is a real entity? 

 
81% of teens believe that “all truth is relative to the 
individual and his or her circumstances”? 
 
70% of churched young people believe there is no ab-
solute moral truth? (83% of all American teens, and 
64% of all American adults agree with them.) 

Continued on next page.... 
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As Mr. McDowell puts it: “It’s not that they [churched teens] haven’t embraced a ver-
sion of Christianity; it’s simply that the version they believe in is not built on the true 
foundation of what biblical Christianity is all about.”  This, of course, has conse-
quences.  Josh says, “Sadly, the majority of our young people are not being trans-
formed.  They are making wrong choices and suffering the consequences, all the 
while believing they are Christians.” 
 
Here is what Josh proposes: 
 
“I believe the solution lies in revealing to this generation of young people 
who Christ really is and then leading them to properly respond to 
Him.  Our young people’s distorted views and unchanged lives will continue un-
til they experience a true revelation of Christ for who He really is.” (Emphasis is 
the author’s.) 
 
That is quite a challenge, and McDow-
ell spends much of the rest of the text 
proposing how churches and minis-
tries might accomplish this objective. 
 
What impact has this had at DPCA as 
we’ve studied together?  We’ve been 
reminded of the critical and urgent 
need to communicate who Christ is 
by living lives of faith, worship, and 
prayer.  We’ve been encouraged to 
think of ways to model and practice 
the Christian faith, and not just talk 
about it.  Josh has asked us to be sure 
that we are presenting a complete 
picture of God, that He is the God of 
redemption, relationships, and resto-
ration.  As we finish the book, we’ll be challenged to be a more mission-driven 
school that does a better job of modeling Christ-likeness, being intergenera-
tional, being innovative, and building community. 
 
In some ways, none of this is new to the staff and faculty at the Academy, but it 
has been a wonderful refresher, reminder, and challenge that we must not rest 
or give up.  We’ve also been challenged to look critically at our practices at 
school to see if we can improve how we communicate about Jesus and His king-
dom to the students in our care. 
 
Are we the last Christian generation?  I would have to agree with Josh McDowell 
that the danger is very real.  I also have to agree that there is hope! If we are to re-
alize that hope, however, we must work together -- church (the whole Christian 
community), school, parents -- to help the next generation develop truly biblical 
and transforming faith.  What would life be like in America and around the world if 
we truly were the last Christian generation?  God grant that we never find out!  Here 
at DPCA we will be making some changes and seeking to be more effective as we 
have reviewed, studied, and prayed over our part in this battle.  What’s your part? 

Are We the “Last Christian Generation?” continued... 

 3 

3 

 
Winter 2008 ● SOAR! Volume 3 ● Issue 8 ● Darren Patterson Christian Academy  ● 719.395.6046 ● www.dpcaweb.org 

BETA CLUB BETA CLUB BETA CLUB    
INDUCTS MEMBERSINDUCTS MEMBERSINDUCTS MEMBERS   
   

Six students at DPCA were inducted into 
the National Beta Honor Society at a spe-
cial ceremony held on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 23, bringing current membership in 
the club to seventeen  
 
Inducted into the Junior Beta Club were 
Madeline Green, Melinda Green, Sarah 
Pascarelli, Nick Pascarelli and Rebecca 
Pranger.  Jon Tingle is the new Senior Club 
member.  Freshmen Tanner Brasser, Mi-
chelle Miller and Nicole Pranger were wel-
comed into Senior Membership. 
 
To be considered for membership, students 
must have a GPA of 3.5 or higher and ex-
hibit leadership potential, excellent charac-
ter, and a willingness to serve.   Members 
pledge to “… always strive to be honest and 
truthful at all times; to maintain an excellent scholarship record (minimum GPA of 
3.4); to be of service to the school and the commu-
nity; to live in an ethical and moral manner; to re-
flect credit upon the school and community; and to 
bring honor to God.” 

COMEDY NIGHT COMEDY NIGHT COMEDY NIGHT    
FEATURES COLORADO COMEDIANFEATURES COLORADO COMEDIANFEATURES COLORADO COMEDIAN   

 
Rich Praytor was 
the featured come-
dian at DPCA’s 
third annual com-
edy night held on 
Friday, February 
15.   Rich is from 
Colorado Springs, 
Colorado and is a 
“comedian, author 
and motivational 
speaker who travels 
the country enter-
taining and inspir-
ing audiences of all 

ages” -- and that’s just what he did for those 
gathered in the Eagle Cafetorium for Comedy 
Night.    “Rich was very, very funny,”  quoted 
one attendee, “can’t wait for next year’s 
(comedy night)!” 
 The event was underwritten by local 
businesses and individuals.  Please help us ex-
press our thanks to these sponsors (listed at 
right) through your support of their businesses.   

COMEDY NIGHT SPONSORS 
 

Alpine Lumber 
Antero Log Construction 
BK Pranger Masonry 
Box Office Video 

Buena Vista Drug Store 
Cabin Creek Contractors 
Central Colorado Kitchens 

Clear View Community Church 
Comfort Heating & Plumbing 
Community Banks of Colorado 

Cornerstone Church 
Eagle Family Homes 

Brad O’Neal~ Edward Jones  
The Gunsmoke Truck Stop & Cafe 

Howlett Excavating 
Doug & Becky Martin 

Justin D. Storms Ins. Agency 
Tom & Bernadette Navarrette 

Pancho’s 
Pampered Chef & Primerica 

Phil & Shirley Smith 
Pursell Manufacturing Corp. 

Stone Age Designs 
Valley Home Furnishings 
Valvoline Expresscare 

Wilderness Aware Rafting 

Back:  Club Sponsor Mrs. Pat Tritz, Juan Velasquez (Secretary), 

Tanner Brasser, Nathan Ritschard (President), Shawn Martin, Nicole 

Pranger (Vice-President), Michelle Miller.  Middle:  Andrea New-

ell, Sarah Pascarelli, Nick Pascarelli, Anna Cortese, Rebecca 

Pranger, Madeline Green.  Front:  Micah Ritschard, Jon Tingle, 

Zach Tingle (Treasurer), Ethan Ritschard.  Not Pictured:  Melinda 

Green. 


